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THIS IS THE GRAVE OF THE LATE MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO

FJ AT THE YARD OF ST. MARY'S CHURCH, BAGHDAD [RAQ_
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO AND MAR ESHO SARGIS
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHOQO IN ST. ZAIA'S CHURCH,
AFTER THE ORDINATION OF MAR SARGIS IN BAGHDAD
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO, MAR ESHO SARGIS, PRIESTS

AND MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH COMMITTEE AT ST. ZAIAS
CHURCH, IN BAGHDAD IRAQ_
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO IN THE VILLAGE OF HARRIR
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO AND HIS SISTER SIMTO
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO, MAR SARGIS YOUSIP, AND MAR
YOUKHANAN PILIPOS MEETING WITH
THE LEADER OF [RAQ_
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SEATED: H.H. MAR PAULOS SHIMUN CATHOLICOS PATRIARCH
STANDAING: MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO (LEFT) AND

MAR SARGIS OF JELU (RIGHT).
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SEATED: H.H. MAR ESHAI SHIMUN CATHOLICOS PATRIARCH
STANDAING: (LEFT TO RIGHT) MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO, MAR
DINKHA, MAR YAW'ALAHA, MAR NARSAI, MAR YOKHANA
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO PERFORMING THE HOLY MYSTERIES
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO WITH TWO PRIESTS
AND THE CHURCH COMMITTEE
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO, MAR SARGIS YOUSIP
AND REV. KAKO LAZAR
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! MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO OPENING MAR Q&RDAGH‘S CHURCH IN BAGHDAD
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO PERFORMING THE HOLY MYSTERIES
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO & REV. KH'NANYA DINKHA IN IRAN
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO, REV. ESHAY AND STUDENTS
FROM ASSYRIAN SCHOOL IN KIRKUK
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO AND STUDENTS
FROM ASSYRIAN SCHOOL IN HABANIA
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO & REV. KH'NANYA DINKHA IN [RAN
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO & REV. KH'NANYA DINKHA IN |RAN
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MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO & REV. KH'NANYA DINKHA IN [RAN

Al o\ i) Liie (xaxo @Al Saxraie doos wd%

‘?} f—} (CR



D)
NG

(¢

Mar Yosip the Bishop was ordained Metropolitan by the Patriarch,
His Holiness Mar Poulus Shimon. In 1933, when His Holiness Mar

Eshai Shimon was exiled from Iraq by the order of the Iragi
government, His Beatitude Mar Yousip Khnanisho took on the
overall leadership of the Church of the East in Iraq and the east.
In 1973 when His Holiness Mar Eshai Shimon tendered hisresignation, His
Beatitude Mar Yousip Khnanisho was appointed as the representative of
the Patriarch ofthe Catholicos Church ofthe Eastand was appointed by the
Iraqi government as the supreme Head of all the Assyrian people in Iraq.
Mar Yosip departed this earthly life to life eternal on the afternoon of
Sunday third July 1977 on the day of Mar Tooma the Apostle. He was laid
to rest on Wednesday 6 July in the church of Mar Gewargis of Doura in
Baghdadwith His Beatitude MarNarsai Elias, theMetropolitanofBaghdad
officiating accompanied by His Grace Mar Daniel the Bishop of Kirkuk
and many priests and deacons. A gathering of twelve thousand people
that included believers from all affiliates in Iraq were present to farewell
this gracious high prelate. Also joined in this service were many other
Christian denominations of Baghdad together with many Moslems and
government representatives headed by the representative of the president
of the Republic of Iraq Mr Ahmad Hassan Al-Bakr and representatives
of His Holiness the Pope of Rome. Also present were His Holiness Mar
Poulus Shiko the Patriarch of Babel and Chaldea and His Beatitude Mar
Sankhiro Zkha of the Assyrian Orthodox Church and Mar Andreus Sana.
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The twelvth was His Beatitude Mar Yousip Khnanisho, the
Metropolitan, he died in Baghdad on Sunday 3 of July 1977 and
was laid to rest in the church of Marte Mariam in New Baghdad.

This position of Metropolitan of Roostaga in Shamsdin which
was also known by all the church adherents as the protector of
the Elam See and was the only position with authority to ordain a
Patriarch in the Church of the East in the event of a vacancy occurring.

The Late Mar Yosip Khnanisho was aware, even as a young man,
of the challenges ahead, and had accepted the calling from the lord to
serve his people and his Church, he was such a dedicated man that at
very young age,he memorized all the holy rites and prayers of the Holy
Apostolic and Catholic Assyrian Church of the East. He was taught
by the Late Rev Rehana ( his father’s uncle) who had wide knowledge
of Aramaic and church theology was also fluent in Turkish and
Russian languages. Many other students studied under Rev Rehana in
the Mar Ishu monastery for priestly church ordination. Many Bishops
and priests of this Metropolitan See had graduated from this school.

Mar Yousip was ordained a Deacon at twelve years of age
then in 1912 was ordained priest after he had mastered the Aramaic
Language, attained a high level of education in scripture and theology .

In 1914 at the beginning of the WW1 Mar Yosip (Priest)
was sent by Mar Iskhaq  Khnanisho as a delegate to a
Patriarchate conference in Qutchanis .The conference was
set to discuss the forthcoming changes that were likely to
happen in the nation and in the Church as a result of the war
While at Qutchanis Rev Yosip Khnanisho was ordained  Bishop
on 10 July 1914, by His Holiness Mar Benyamen Shimon. The
young Bishop Mar Yosip remained in Qutchanis as Patriarch’s
assistant until 1916, the year Assyrians made the exodus out of their
Homeland as a result of the war. During this period he acquired
the expertise in Leadership among his people who had arrived in
Baaquba. On December 2 1918, in the city of Baghdad, Mar
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A SHORT BIOGRAPHY OF HIS BEATITUDE O

THE LATE MAR YOSIP KHNANISHO THE
METROPOLITAN OF THE CHURCH OF THE
EAST AND THE HEAD OF THE ASSYRIAN
PEOPLE OF IRAQ_

It has been long standing tradition that the church fathers would be
ordained out of a number of nominated families that were well known
for their faith and their self sacrifice for their church and nation, This
order of succession was to go through the uncle to his eldest nephew.

Mar Yosip Khnanisho was dedicated to the church and to
the tradition of the hierarchy of the church, his mother had been
fasting from all flesh and animal products until his birth in 1893.

His Beatitude (Mar Yosip) was of the household of Mar Khnanisho
family, the Metropolitan of Roostakea , he lived in the village of Isho
in the District of Shamsdein in Turkey in the neighborhood of the Mar
Isho monastery that was built early in the fifth century. A succession
of twelve Metropolitans had been ordained from the Mar Khnanisho
family who are well known for their holiness, their diligence and their
faithfulness to the church leadership. The tombs of five of them are
known to be in the Mar Isho monastery. The whereabouts of another
three are not known because of the alterations that had taken place in
the monastery at various times. The ninth Metropolitan died in Bohtan
after his return from a pilgrimage to the Lord’s tomb in Jerusalem
and was laid to rest in the church of B’nai Shmoonie in the village
of Charokhina. The tenth died in Baloolan when visiting Targawar,
and was buried (as per request of the parishioners of the church
in Baloolan) in the church of the Apostle Mar Tooma in Baloolan
and his tomb can be found there today. The eleventh was His
Beatitude Mar Iskhaq Khnanisho who died in Karmanshah in
Iran during the exodus from Turkey with his people. A shrine has
been build over his tomb that is visited by many in that country.
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